WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF REGISTERED SANITARIANS
P.O. BOX 384, Snohomish, WA 98291
(425) 377-1855

wsbrs.exsec@verizon.net
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS FOR REGISTERED SANITARIANS

In order to qualify for registration with the Washington State Board of Registered Sanitarians, one must:

· Have graduated from a college or university recognized by the American Council of Education as qualified to issue a Bachelors degree or equivalent degree in Public Health, Sanitary Science, Bacteriology, Dairy Science, Veterinary Medicine or a basic, natural or physical science relating to  public health sanitation.  Transcripts from the institution must indicate successful completion of a minimum of 45 quarter hours or 30 semester hours of basic or natural sciences.  (Please refer to minimum requirements for the course list.)
· Have been employed full time as a sanitarian for a period of 12 months.  Internships do not qualify as employment.  Those not meeting this requirement may apply for a Sanitarian-in-Training certificate, and upon passing the exam, will have up to 3 years to gain the necessary experience.
APPLICATION BY EXAMINATION

Applicants must meet the above requirements and submit the following:

1.  A completed application form, notarized signature, and appropriate fees.

2.  Official original transcript of record from all colleges or universities attended, where math and science courses were taken.  Transcripts may sent directly to the WSBRS or with your application packet.
3.  Verification of length of employment.  This can be a letter from human resources, a statement from a co-worker, or a pay stub showing date of hire (personal information may be deleted).
4.  Two (2) letters of recommendation from currently registered sanitarians.
Applicants for re-examination within 3 years of the date of their last exam need not submit new applications, but must pay the exam fee.

When the application has been submitted and all supporting documents are received, the application will be presented to the Board of Registered Sanitarians for review.
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EXAM CANCELLATION POLICY

All exam cancellations are subject to a $20.00 cancellation fee and must be received by the Executive Secretary at least 10 days prior to the exam date.  Cancellations received fewer than 10 days prior to the exam date and/or failure to appear for the exam at the designated time and place shall forfeit the entire exam fee. Cancellations received with the appropriate notice may choose one of the following options for refund:

1: Request a refund of exam fees (less cancellation fee), in which case the applicant will receive $105.00 back, and will be required to pay the full $125.00 exam fee at a future exam date; or

2:  Request that the money be held and pay an additional $20.00 at the time they sit for an exam.

All applicant files will be held for 3 years, after which time they will need to reapply and pay full fees.

MINIMUM REQIREMENTS FOR APPLICATION AND REGISTERED SANITARIAN EXAMINATION

Applicants for registration must have a degree from one of  the categories in Chart A.  In addition to the degree, they must have a minimum of 45 quarter or 30 semester hours of college courses from Chart B.

______________________________________

Chart A, Degree Categories

A.  A degree in Environmental Health

B.  A Bachelors Degree in the basic or natural sciences form a college or university accredited to issue a degree in the basic or natural science.
C.  Other four year degree from a college or university accredited to issue a degree in the basic or natural sciences.
______________________________________

Chart B, College Course Requirements

A candidate must have a minimum of 45 quarter or 30 semester hour credits from the following lists of courses.  Of those, at least 25 quarter or 16.5 semester hours must be form the Basic Course List.  A maximum of 5 quarter or 3.3. semester hours is allowed from any one class in the Basic Course list.  You must have taken at least 5 of the 8 courses to meet this requirement.  Note:  1.5 quarter hours equals 1 semester hour.

BASIC COURSE LIST

(Maximum 5quarter or 3.3 semester hours allowed from any one class, minimum needed is 25 qtr. or 16.5 sem.)

General Physics, lecture and lab



Biology, lecture and lab

Microbiology, lecture and lab



Epidemiology

Math, includes Calculus, Algebra, Trigonometry, Geometry
Statistics or Biostatistics

Chemistry, lecture and lab




Organic Chemistry, lecture and lab

OPTIONAL COURSE LIST

(Maximum 10 quarter or 6.6 semester hours from any one course)

Air quality


Histology/Immunology/Virology

Water Quality

Anatomy & Physiology

Hydrogeology (Groundwater)

Sampling & Analysis

Botany



Limnology (Aquatic Ecology)
      
 (Instrumentation & 










Assessment)

Community Health

Occupational / Industrial Health

Soils

Computers


Parasitology



Technical Writing

Ecology



PH Admin. & Law


Toxicology

Environmental Health

Radiation



Vector Control

Food Micro / Dairy Science
Solid Waste



Zoology

Genetics



Wastewater



Geology

Hazardous Material/Waste

Washington State Board of Registered Sanitarians

Post Office Box 384  Snohomish, WA 98291

(425) 377-1855    wsbrs.exsec@verizon.net
Application for Registration

Fees:

Sanitarian -in-Training………  ……..$145.00  ($125 exam; $20 credential review)
Sanitarian by Exam…………………..$145.00  ($125 exam; $20 credential review)

Sanitarian by Re-Exam………………$125.00

Sanitarian by Reciprocity…………….$80.00  ($60 registration; $20 credential review)

Please make two separate checks ($125 & $20 or $60 & $20) payable to:

       Washington State Board of Registered Sanitarians

Name:__________________________________________

           First                                                                     Middle                                                  Last

Address:________________________________________

              Number                                                      Street

             ________________________________________

             City                                                               State                                                   Zip                                 County

Phone:_________________________________________

            Work                                                               Home                                                               email

Personal Information

Date of Birth                                                                                                       Social Security Number









Paste a recent photograph of









yourself here.

Board Response:___________

Exam Date:_______________

Reg. Date:________________

Cert. #:___________________                                   ____________________________

                                                                                    Signature                                                   Date

Educational Background:
List post secondary education chronologically last to first.

	School
	State
	Year(s) (to - from)
	Degree Earned

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Previous Registrations:
List licenses granted

	State or Profession
	Certificate (Yes/No)
	Permanent or Temporary
	License review by Exam      Other
	Certificate Current (Yes/No)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Professional Training and Experience:
List your Public Health related work experience chronologically beginning with your most current activity.

	Years (to - from)
	Location
	Position
	Responsibilities

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF REGISTERED SANITARIANS

P.O. BOX 384, Snohomish, WA 98291
(425) 377-1855

wsbrs.exsec@verizon.net
APPLICATION AFFIDAVIT

State of __________________________________

County of ________________________________

_____________________________________________, being first duly sworn, deposes and says:  I, the applicant named in this application, am of good moral character and have read the contents hereof, and to the best of my knowledge and belief the statements in my application for registration are true in substance and effect and are made in good faith.

_____________________________________________________________

Signature of Applicant

Subscribed and sworn to before me this __________ day of _______________, 20____.

______________________________________________________________

Signature of Notary Public

Notary Public in and for the State of __________________________________

(Seal)

RS EXAM GENERAL INFORMATION

&

STUDY GUIDES

Enclosed is a reference list for the exam.  Many of the texts may be available through your local library system.  Many libraries will do a search to find where the text is available and may be able to do an inter-library loan, either with another public library or a school library.  Community colleges, state colleges and universities may also provide this service.  Please note there may be a fee for some services.

The University of Washington has a lending program.  Contact:


Health Sciences Library and Information Center


University of Washington


Box 357155


Seattle, WA  98195


(206) 543-7478

References may also be available through your local County Health Department or it’s employees.  Copies of the NEHA study manual may be obtained on loan from the WSBRS.  A “Lending Agreement” is enclosed.

LIST OF SUGGESTED STUDY REFERENCES FOR THE RS EXAM

The following references are recommended by the National Environmental Health Association and the Washington State Board of Registered Sanitarians to help RS candidates to prepare for the examination.  Be aware that these materials may NOT contain all of the general knowledge necessary within each content area.  Most of these publications are available from NEHA (NEHA member and non-member prices are listed) at http://www.neha.org.  Comments from Charles D. Treser, MPH, University of Washington’s Department of Environmental Health, are provided for certain references as bullets following the references.  

*NEHA REHA/RS Study Guide (Third Edition).  *NEHA, (member $149, non-member $199, Catalog #517).  NEHA’s REHS/RS Study has been carefully developed to help prepare the candidate for the REHS/RS exam.  The study guide features an overview of the broad field of environmental health and protection and is designed to increase the likelihood of success on the REHS/RS exam.  Important references are included for additional study.  Copies of the NEHA study guide may be obtained on load from the WSBRS.  For further information, please contact the Executive Secretary, Toni Plemel, at 425-377-1855 or by email at wsbrs.exsec@verizon.net.

*Control of Communicable Diseases Manual, 17th Edition, American Public Health Association, 640 pages, 2000.  Beneson AS. (softcover:  $22 APHA members / $30 non-member).

· A reference no sanitarian should be without.  Usefulness as a study guide is restricted to understanding the etiology and control of specific infectious diseases.

*Environmental Engineering and Sanitation, *1992, 4th Edition, J.A. Salvato (member $205.95 / non-member $239.95, this price includes supplement, Catalog #58)

· The best all around reference book on Environmental Health today.  Complete, accurate and fairly up to date.  Contains a level of detail, can be hard reading.

Environmental Health, 1997, M.T. Morgan (member $47.95 / non-member $55.95, Catalog #545)

· A useful study guide for review, easy to read, covers most of the important areas.  Additional references may be needed.

Environmental Engineering and Sanitation, Supplement: New Tools for the Environmental Engineer/Specialist, 1994, J.A. Salvato and J.E. Beck (member $77.95 / non-member $90.50, Catalog #624)

Epidemiology in Medicine, 1987, C.H. Hennekens (member $45 / non-member $52.50, Catalog #571)

Emerging Infections – Microbial Threats to Health in the U.S., 1992, Institute of Medicine (member $40 / non-member $50, Catalog #536)

Public Health Law Manual, 1990, F.P. Grad (member $45 / non-member $52.50, Catalog #565)

· Best all around description of American administrative law and process as it relates to Public Health.  (Caution:  there is an error in the book with regard to criminal process.)

Environmental Health Law, Praeger, 1984, Brown SM, Forrest TR

· A little old but solid.

Understanding Environmental Administration and Law, Island Press, 1991, Buck SJ

· 1st half provides what people may need to know with regard to administrative law and process.

Environmental Law and Enforcement, 1994, G.I. McGregor (member $79.95 / non-member $93.50, Catalog #566)

Principles of Food Sanitation, 1999, N.G. Marriott (member $63 / non-member $73.50, Catalog #126)

Handbook for Safe Food Service Management, 1998, Experior Assessments, LLC (member $50.50 / non-member $58.95, Catalog #490)

Fundamentals of Industrial Hygiene, 1996, 4th Edition, National Safety Council (member $178 / non-member $208.25, Catalog #563)

“Hantavirus Infection” Morbidity and Mortality Reports, July 30, 1993/Vol 42/No RR-11, Centers for Disease Control (member $2 / non-member $3, Catalog #564)

Pool-Spa Operators Handbook, 1990, L. Kowalsky (not available from NEHA)

National Health and Safety Performance Standards, Guidelines for Out-of-Home Child Care Programs, 1992, National Center for Education in Maternal and Child Health (not available from NEHA)

Standards for Adult Correctional Institutions, 1990, American Correctional Association (member $61.50 / non-member $71.50, Catalog #546)

Emergency Response Guidebook, 1993, U.S. Department of Transportation (not available from NEHA)

Illustrated Dictionary of Environmental Health & Occupational Safety, 2nd Edition, CRC Press, 416 pages, 1995, Koren H. ($89)

· Provides a quick way to get a little more information on a concept.  Need additional references to get in-depth information.

Our Global Environment: A Health Perspective, 5th Edition (study guide), Waveland Press, 187 pages, 2000. Nadakavukaren A. ($12.95)

· This text is used by many accredited Environmental Health Programs.  Students taking the RS exam have found this reference to be useful.

Yassi A, et al. Teacher’s guide on basic environmental health, WHO/EHG/98.19, http://www.who.int/environmental_information/beh/Behtgtoc2.htm, 2001

· A useful reference from the World Health Organization.  May not reflect U.S. practices

U.S. Food and Drug Administration, Food Code, USDHHS, PHS, FDA, Washington DC, http://www.cfsan.fda.gov/lrd/haccp.html, 2002

U.S. Food and Drug Administration, Center for Food Safety & Applied Nutrition. Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point, http://www.cfsan.fda.gov/lrd/haccp.html, 2002

Freedman B. Sanitarian’s Handbook, 5th Edition, Peerless, 1985

· An excellent reference book for a person looking for specific information and “how to” advise.  A compilation of information from different sources, some of which are dated.  Dated, but a good compendium.  Not the kind of book to sit down and read.
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WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF REGISTERED SANITARIANS

P.O. BOX 384, Snohomish, WA 98291
(425) 377-1855

wsbrs.exsec@verizon.net
LENDING AGREEMENT - REGISTERED SANITARIAN EXAM STUDY GUIDE
The Washington State Board of Registered Sanitarians has purchased a limited number of study guides to be available for loan to candidates applying to take the Registered Sanitarians exam in the State of Washington.  The loan of the study guide is subject to availability and to the following conditions:

1.  A deposit of $50.00 plus $4.00 postage and handling ($54.00 total) is required to be submitted with the request for a copy of the study guide.  The deposit, less postage and handling, will be refunded upon return of the study guide.

2.  The study guide is to be turned in at the time the applicant sits for the exam.  It may be returned by mail with special arrangement.  However the study guide must be returned within 2 weeks of the date of the exam.  Maximum checkout time is 3 months (special arrangements may be made dependent on demand for guides.)

3.  Study guides are not to be written in or reproduced in any manner.

4.  Failure to return a study guide will result in loss of deposit fee, and a bill for the purchase price of the study guide less the deposit fee ($179.00).  Those passing the exam will not be able to renew their membership with the WSBRS until the study guide is returned, or the purchase price less the deposit fee ($179.00) is paid.  Those applying for re-exam may not do so until the study guide is returned, or a new lending agreement is signed.

I agree to abide by the terms of this Lending Agreement, and will return the study guide as stated.  My deposit fee is enclosed.

___________________________________________________________

Signature





Date

Name:___________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:___________________________________________________

                           Street Address
________________________________________________________________________

City


State

Zip

Phone#                            email

For Office Use:

Date Received:  __________   Check #:  ________________  Refund Check #:_______

Date Due:  ______________   Date Returned:  ___________                 Date:  ________

