WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF REGISTERED SANITARIANS
EXCUTIVE BOARD MEETING SUMMARY MINUTES
Date:

December 15, 2010

Time:

5:00 p.m.

Location:
Snohomish Health District, 3020 Rucker Avenue, Everett
Members present: Jefferson Ketchel (Chair), Jonelle Fenton-Wallace (Treasurer), Ned Therien (Secretary), Toni Plemel (Executive Secretary).

Guests present: Ann Alfred, Geoffrey Crowfoot, Randy Darst, Steve Garrett, Tom Kunesh, Kathy Piersen, Kevin Plemel, Bruce Scherling, Chuck Treser, Kerri Wagner, Rick Zahalka. 
Introductions
Meeting called to order by Jeff Ketchel at 5:15 p.m.  This was held following a meeting of the board of directors of the Washington State Environmental Health Association.
Approval of November 11, 2010 meeting minutes
Motion made by Ned, seconded by Jonelle, approved unanimously.

Strategies for improving relationships with 4-year colleges and universities

The concepts discussed included: 

· Building contacts with student environmental health associations

· Build contacts with UW first (Randy Darst sits on UW advisory committee)
· Develop interest in EH through college fairs for high school students

· Encourage mentoring opportunities with health departments 

· Advertise to the general public about what EH is and does
Other discussion included expressions of concern that local health departments are hiring folks who could never sit for RS exam. Jeff said he wants to build recognition for RS and desirability for employers.
Communication with members about needs

There was discussion that e-mail was the primary way to contact members. Toni reminded everyone of the need for members to update e-mail addresses. Without there being a WSEHA AEC or other statewide major conference for EH personnel, WSBRS is promoting the availability of arranging to take the RS exam regionally (Everett, Bremerton, Moses Lake,  Tumwater, and Spokane) upon request.
Newsletters
Toni said it was time for the winter WSBRS newsletter. Jeff will write a message for the newsletter. Kerri Wagner suggested submission of an article for the WSEHA newsletter to explain the ability to request to take the RS exam regionally. Ned agreed to draft such an article for the WSEHA newsletter.
Relationship between WSBRS and WSEHA

Members from the two organizations agreed to seek opportunities to partner through newsletters, web sites, getting information to colleges, and offering alternatives to NEHA. Geoffrey Crowfoot encouraged WSEHA to offer the RS exam when WSEHA is able to hold a major event again. The RS exam service requires at least 6 weeks of advance notice.

Supporting legislation

Jeff encouraged looking for opportunities to enhance the desirability for RS credentialing. A bill expected in the upcoming legislative session that might be appropriate will relate to onsite septic designer certification. Another opportunity (probably more regulatory than legislative) might be regarding solid waste inspector certification. 
FY 2010-2011 Budget Report as of 12/15/10
Toni Plemel gave a brief update on the budget. She said finances are within expectations and the organization is in good shape. She said membership totals about 380. 
Recruiting new Executive Board member

Jeff plans to send a letter to local EH directors to encourage someone to accept a nomination to replace him when his term is up next June. Toni will give Jeff names of people who considered a nomination in recent years.
Action Items

1. Jeff will write articles for WSBRS newsletter.
2. Ned will write article for WSEHA newsletter.

3. Jeff will recruit replacement by contacting local EH directors.

Meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.
Prepared by Ned Therien, Secretary


