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P.O. Box 384, Snohomish, WA 98291

Contact us @:  425-377-1855 or wsbrs.exsec@verizon.net

JUNE 2009 NEWSLETTER

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE


Rich Ollivier
  As my three years on the Board draws to a close I guess it’s time to look back and see what we have accomplished.
  Over the past three years we have finished some big projects.  Completing the website upgrade and modifying the eligibility requirements for becoming registered with WSBRS are two accomplishments the Board can be proud of.  Both were a long time in coming, and took the efforts of a number of individuals, but are now done.

  Other efforts over the past three years have proven equally beneficial. I am particularly proud of our commitment to offering the RS exam on demand at various locations throughout the state.  The number of candidates who have sat for the exam in each of the last three years is significantly higher than what we saw when the exam was only offered twice a year.  We also continue to strive towards being a more flexible and efficient organization.  Instead of driving to all our meetings, the board is using conference calls and e-mail to conduct business whenever possible, and looks to increase the use of electronic communication with the membership.

  So, thanks to past and current members Barb Andrews, Eric Meyer, Keith Grellner and Tony Barrett for all their hard work and time spent on the Board.  Each of you played an important role in the Board’s accomplishments over the past three years.

  Finally, I want to acknowledge our Executive Secretary, Toni Plemel, for all she does to keep this organization running smoothly.  For nearly ten years now, Toni has managed the day to day operations of WSBRS. Her efficiency and consistent fine work is invaluable in maintaining continuity with a perpetually changing Board of Directors.  Thank you Toni.
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
  
Rich Ollivier

  Over pizza and soda, WSBRS held its annual membership meeting May 12th at the Snohomish Health District offices in Everett.  As provided for in the WSBRS by-laws, the annual meeting is the membership’s opportunity to vote on the business of the board and bring forward their own issues.  This year’s meeting was attended by about a dozen members.  For the first time in the last three years there were no proposed changes in the by-laws to be voted on. 
WSBRS LOOKING TO GO MORE GREEN

Keith Grellner
   In an effort to become more efficient and reduce costs, the WSBRS Board and Executive Secretary would like to become more reliant on email and the internet for newsletters, mailings, notices, etc.  The WSBRS spends approximately $1000 a year on paper, envelopes and postage; and these costs are increasing each year.  To help make this happen, the first step is to make sure that we have a valid email address for all members that have an internet connection either at home or at work.  Please verify and provide your email address with your RS renewal this summer.
  Our first goal is to get 80% or more of the membership on a current email distribution list.  Reducing these paper and postage costs now will help prevent an increase in dues in the future, not to mention reducing paper waste now.  Please help the WSBRS go green by providing a current email address.  Thanks.

WSBRS BOARD HAS A VACANCY TO FILL


Keith Grellner

  As some of you may already know, our Secretary and incoming Treasurer Tony Barrett has accepted a job as a Food Safety Manager in Anchorage, AK.  While Tony intends to keep his RS active with WSBRS, he has resigned his Board position due to his move to Anchorage.  As a result, the Board needs to find and appoint another individual to take Tony’s place for the remainder of his term (2 years remaining).  Tony’s replacement will serve the 2009-2010 year as Treasurer and the 2010-2011 year as Board Chair.  Aside from the prestige of writing checks and helping with the direction and duties of the Board, during the year as Board Chair the WSBRS sends the chairperson to the NEHA Annual Conference as a “thank you” for your service.  The 2010 NEHA Annual Conference is in Albuquerque, New Mexico June 5-9 next year.

  If you are interested in serving ONLY a 2-year term on the Board and earning essentially an expense-paid trip to NEHA in Albuquerque next year, please contact Keith Grellner by email (grellk@health.co.kitsap.wa.us) or phone (360-337-5284) as soon as possible.

WELCOME NEW WSBRS MEMBERS


Toni Plemel
 Let us welcome Stacy Cutter, Steven Brown, Mike Kim, Diane Fuller, Hilary Knelleken and Megan McNelly who have joined the ranks of the Washington State Board of Registered Sanitarians.  Congratulations and welcome!
CEU COMMITTEE UPDATE

    As stated in the WSBRS By-Laws: “The main duties of the CEU Committee shall be to review applications for continuing education credits to determine if the courses meet the requirements of the Board of Directors for continuing education, and to award the appropriate number of continuing education unit credits”.  If you are interested in serving and being part of the CEU Committee please contact the Executive Secretary.  The Current CEU Committee members are:  

Gordon Kelly (Chair):  gordon.kelly@co.yakima.wa.us

Jane Hedges:
jhed461@ecy.wa.gov

Glenn Rollins:  
grollins@tpchd.org

Art Starry:  
starrya@co.thurston.wa.us

Brent Stenson:  
brents@co.adams.wa.us

Dennis Campbell:  
dpcampbell@earthlink.net

Lionel Klikoff:  
KlikoffL@co.cowlitz.wa.us

Steve Wecker:  
swecker@usa.net
CEU REPORTS


Toni Plemel
  Included with this newsletter is an individual CEU report for Active Members.  If you are an Inactive Member and would like a copy of your most current CEU Report, please contact the Executive Secretary.  Courses taken before July 1, 2006 have been purged from your record.  Please note your current CEU total.  If your total is below 3.0 and you have been a member over 3 years, you will need CEU’s prior to renewing your registration this year.  Be sure that when submitting CEU applications you are using the most current application form (dated 1/1/04).  Applications are available for download from our website.  It is very important to include all necessary supporting documentation (i.e. timed agenda, certificate of completion showing contact hours or CEU’s awarded, college transcripts or letter of attendance).  In an effort to streamline communication and reduce expenses, please include your email address on the application.  Your most current CEU report will be sent to you electronically each time you submit a request for CEU’s.  Paper copies of CEU reports will be mailed twice a year (with the January Newsletter and with your renewal in June) or upon request. If you have any questions, please contact the Executive Secretary.
REGISTERED SANITARIANS EXAM

Toni Plemel
 The RS exam can now be arranged at a variety of times and locations.  Please contact the Executive Secretary for an Application Packet and/or to schedule an exam.  The Exam and Reciprocity Application packets are available for download from our website.
Upcoming scheduled exams:


July 27 in Spokane (application deadline July 1st)
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

Toni Plemel

  Renewal notices were mailed with this newsletter.  Dues are $40 (Active), $15 (Inactive) and no fee for Retired members.  Memberships expire June 30th and late fees will be assessed beginning October 1, 2009.  Please take the time to review all personal information, make the necessary corrections and return your renewal form with the appropriate fee to the Executive Secretary.  Please be sure that your email address is included on your profile.
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