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JUNE 2010 NEWSLETTER

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE


Keith Grellner
 On behalf of the entire organization, I would like to extend my thanks and well wishes to Jonelle Fenton-Wallace, Jeff Ketchel, and Ned Therien for serving as our Board of Directors for the coming year. All three are wonderful individuals and excellent sanitarians, and I know the organization is in good hands with them at the helm. I would also like to thank the two immediate-past Directors that I served with, Rich Ollivier and Eric Meyer, for passing along an organization in good standing. I hope that I have done the same for Jonelle, Jeff, and Ned.

  I encourage the members who have yet to take a turn on the Board to consider doing so in the coming years. Credentialing has clearly become an important part of professional public health, and I believe it will continue to grow in importance. Even now there is movement at the federal level to develop and implement an accreditation program for entire public health agencies. Having certified individuals as part of those certified agencies will certainly be an integral component for success. And the RS certificate is the only way to really ensure that individuals with disparate backgrounds and degrees are competent in the broad reaching field of environmental health. In fact, there is a growing movement in this state to eliminate some of the "specialized" certificates (e.g., onsite sewage inspector, landfill inspector, etc.) in favor of the RS certificate as a way of streamlining government and cutting costs at the local level.


  The organization is only as strong as its members, and members are needed to run the organization. Have a fun and healthy summer! 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
  Over pizza and soda, WSBRS held its annual membership meeting May 17th at the Tacoma Urban Waters Building.  As provided for in the WSBRS by-laws, the annual meeting is the membership’s opportunity to vote on the business of the board and bring forward their own issues.  The 2009 Annual Meeting minutes, the 10-11 proposed budget and By-Laws changes to Article IV were all approved.  Look for the draft minutes to be posted to the website soon.
WELCOME NEW WSBRS MEMBERS
 Let us welcome Robert Gaulke, Amanda Breymaier, Joseph Fiumara, Jeff Hagen & Eva Crim who have joined the ranks of the Washington State Board of Registered Sanitarians.  Congratulations and welcome!
CEU COMMITTEE UPDATE

    As stated in the WSBRS By-Laws: “The main duties of the CEU Committee shall be to review applications for continuing education credits to determine if the courses meet the requirements of the Board of Directors for continuing education, and to award the appropriate number of continuing education unit credits”.  If you are interested in serving and being part of the CEU Committee please contact the Executive Secretary.  
The Current CEU Committee members are:  

Gordon Kelly (Chair):  gordon.kelly@co.yakima.wa.us

Jane Hedges:
jhed461@ecy.wa.gov

Art Starry:  
starrya@co.thurston.wa.us

Brent Stenson:  
brents@co.adams.wa.us

Dennis Campbell:  
dpcampbell@earthlink.net

Steve Wecker:  
swecker@usa.net

Bruce Straughn:
bstraugh@shd.snohomish.wa.gov 
CEU REPORTS


Toni Plemel
  Included with this newsletter is an individual CEU report for Active Members.  If you are an Inactive Member and would like a copy of your most current CEU Report, please contact the Executive Secretary.  Courses taken before July 1, 2007 have been purged from your record.  Please note your current CEU total.  If your total is below 3.0 and you have been a member over 3 years, you will need CEU’s prior to renewing your registration this year.  Be sure that when submitting CEU applications you are using the most current application form (dated 5/1/10).  Applications are available for download from our website.  It is very important to include all necessary supporting documentation (i.e. timed agenda, certificate of completion showing contact hours or CEU’s awarded, college transcripts or letter of attendance).  In an effort to streamline communication and reduce expenses, please include your email address on the application.  Your most current CEU report will be sent to you electronically each time you submit a request for CEU’s.  Paper copies of CEU reports will be mailed twice a year (with the January Newsletter and with your renewal in June) or upon request. If you have any questions, please contact the Executive Secretary.
REGISTERED SANITARIANS EXAM


Toni Plemel

 The RS exam can now be arranged at a variety of times and locations.  Please contact the Executive Secretary for an Application Packet and/or to schedule an exam.  The Exam and Reciprocity Application packets are available for download from our website.
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

Toni Plemel

  Renewal notices were mailed with this newsletter.  Dues are $40 (Active), $15 (Inactive) and no fee for Retired members.  Memberships expire June 30th and late fees will be assessed beginning October 1, 2010.  Please take the time to review all personal information, make the necessary corrections and return your renewal form with the appropriate fee to the Executive Secretary.  Please be sure that your email address is included on your profile
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