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JUNE 2011 NEWSLETTER

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
The Future of Environmental Public Health

While scanning the top ten accomplishments of public health in the 20th century I see environmental public health (EPH) represented with successes in food safety and occupational health. Those and the other accomplishments led to large increases in life expectancy in the U.S.  In the May 20, 2011 MMWR Weekly Report, I found an article evaluating the top public health achievements of the early 21st century (2001-2010). In it, occupational health is again listed as well as EPH accomplishment newcomer, childhood lead poisoning prevention.  Emergency preparedness, West Nile virus, and elimination of canine rabies were also listed, among others. All of these are successes that EPH either led or had significant participation. The author asserts that the items listed contributed to the decline in the age-adjusted death rate in the U.S. 

It is our ability to adapt, be innovative, while still maintaining the systems that the public has grown to expect that makes us relevant. I did not see food safety or water quality listed in the report, evidence that we have achieved success in these areas. Where the challenge lies is tackling the new areas in front of us such as the built environment and toxic use reduction, while not taking steps backward in our accomplishments.  

As I wrap my tenure on the Board, I want to thank my fellow Board members, Keith, Jonelle and Ned, but most of all I want to thank Toni Plemel for her continuous dedication and patience in serving WSBRS. I want all WSBRS members to know how much we rely on her not only for the day to day operations, but also for the institutional knowledge she brings. Thank you Toni.

All the Best, 


Jefferson Ketchel, RS Chair
 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
  The WSBRS will hold its annual membership meeting on Wednesday, June 22nd.  The meeting will be held at Panera Bread Company (4004 Factoria Square Mall SE) in Bellevue beginning at 5:00pm.  As provided for in the WSBRS by-laws, the annual meeting is the membership’s opportunity to vote on the business of the board and bring forward their own issues.  The 2010 Annual Meeting minutes, the 10-11 budget and 11-12 proposed budget and other important information will be discussed. We hope you are able to attend.
WELCOME NEW WSBRS MEMBERS
 Let us welcome Wilhelmina Kwansa who has joined the ranks of the Washington State Board of Registered Sanitarians.  Congratulations and welcome!
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY INFORMATION
  Please make note that the email address of the WSBRS Executive Secretary has changed. If you need to contact her, please email to wsbrs.secretary@gmail.com or by phone at 425-377-1855.

CEU COMMITTEE UPDATE

    As stated in the WSBRS By-Laws: “The main duties of the CEU Committee shall be to review applications for continuing education credits to determine if the courses meet the requirements of the Board of Directors for continuing education, and to award the appropriate number of continuing education unit credits”.  If you are interested in serving and being part of the CEU Committee please contact the Executive Secretary.  
The current CEU Committee members are:  

Gordon Kelly (Chair):  gordon.kelly@co.yakima.wa.us

Jane Hedges:
jhed461@ecy.wa.gov

Art Starry:  
starrya@co.thurston.wa.us

Brent Stenson:  
brents@co.adams.wa.us

Dennis Campbell:  
dpcampbell@earthlink.net

Steve Wecker:  
scwecker@gmail.com

Bruce Straughn:
bstraugh@shd.snohomish.wa.gov 
CEU REPORTS


Toni Plemel
  Included with this newsletter is an individual CEU report for Active Members.  If you are an Inactive Member and would like a copy of your most current CEU Report, please contact the Executive Secretary.  Courses taken before July 1, 2008 have been purged from your record.  Please note your current CEU total.  If your total is below 3.0 and you have been a member over 3 years, you will need CEU’s prior to renewing your registration this year.  In addition, the CEU Application has been revised and a copy is included with the newsletter.  Be sure that when submitting CEU applications you are using the most current application form (dated 6/1/11).  Applications are available for download from our website.  It is very important to include all necessary supporting documentation (i.e. timed agenda, certificate of completion showing contact hours or CEU’s awarded, college transcripts or letter of attendance).  In an effort to streamline communication and reduce expenses, please include your email address on the application.  Your most current CEU report will be sent to you electronically each time you submit a request for CEU’s.  Paper copies of CEU reports will be mailed twice a year (with the January Newsletter and with your renewal in June) or upon request. If you have any questions, please contact the Executive Secretary.
NEW BOARD MEMBER

  Welcome to Steve Wecker our newest Board Member. Steve is a self-employed owner of OCS (Onsite Consulting Services). He is a licensed designer and has been a member of the WSBRS since 1981.  We are excited about having Steve on the board and welcome him.

REGISTERED SANITARIANS EXAM


Toni Plemel

 The RS exam can now be arranged at a variety of times and locations.  Please contact the Executive Secretary for an Application Packet and/or to schedule an exam.  The Exam and Reciprocity Application packets are available for download from our website.
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

Toni Plemel

  Renewal notices were mailed with this newsletter.  Dues are $40 (Active), $15 (Inactive) and no fee for Retired members.  Memberships expire June 30th and late fees will be assessed beginning October 1, 2011.  Please take the time to review all personal information, make the necessary corrections and return your renewal form with the appropriate fee to the Executive Secretary.  Please be sure that your email address is included on your profile
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