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JANUARY 2011 NEWSLETTER

CHAIR’S MESSAGE


Jefferson Ketchel
As we weather these challenging economic times and are experiencing uncertainties for environmental public health in Washington State, we mustn’t forget not only where we have been, but where we are going. Though jobs are scarce and dwindling, we must strive to promote our profession to the next generation. These rough financial times will eventually end and as we look around, are we truly prepared to pass the torch and are they ready to receive it? I encourage Registered Sanitarians to continue to or begin engaging with students talking about not only what environmental public health is, but what it means to be a Registered Sanitarian. This can include taking on interns, high school career days, job shadowing, or being a guest speaker in a college or high school classroom. Think about what led you to becoming an RS, who took an interest while you were still in school or during your early career, encouraged you to enter the profession and take the exam, and helped mentor you during those early years. When I consider these, I think about Gordon Kelly, Larry Kirchner, Larry French, Gary Irvine, Tony Gomez, Steve Curry and many others. If not for them, I’m not sure where I would have landed. We have chosen a technical, diverse, often confrontational and challenging career, but a most rewarding one as well. Let us invest in the future and secure the value of environmental public health and being a Registered Sanitarian. 
I have truly enjoyed this past year and a half representing Registered Sanitarians in Washington by serving on the Board. Elections are right around the corner and we are looking for volunteers to come forward and run for Secretary. It is a three year commitment, but the work load is minimal compared to the reward of serving your fellow professionals. When the call comes, please consider stepping forward and participate in an environmental public health leadership position by serving on the Washington State Board of Registered Sanitarians. 
All the Best,

Jefferson Ketchel, RS

WSBRS Chair

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN WSBRS & WSEHA

Jefferson Ketchel
On December 15, WSBRS and WSEHA held successive meetings at the Snohomish Health District. WSBRS Board members were in attendance during the WSEHA meeting and vice versa. This led to rich discussions over potential collaborations, leveraging of each other’s resources (including communication tools) and future joint efforts. Both groups acknowledged their difference in missions and purposes, but felt there were strong opportunities to work together. 
WELCOME NEW WSBRS MEMBERS


Toni Plemel
 Let us welcome Robert Gaulke, Amanda Breymaier, Joseph Fiumara, Jeffrey Hagen, Eva Crim, Lucas Jordan & Newton Morgan who have joined the ranks of the Washington State Board of Registered Sanitarians through the examination/reciprocity process.  Congratulations and welcome!
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY INFORMATION

  Please make note that the email address of the WSBRS Executive Secretary has changed.  If you need to contact her, please email to wsbrs.secretary@gmail.com or by phone at 425-377-1855.

CEU COMMITTEE UPDATE
  The CEU Committee members are responsible for reviewing and assigning credit to Continuing Education applications using the guidelines set forth in our by-laws.  The Current CEU Committee members are:  

Gordon Kelly (Chair):  gordon.kelly@co.yakima.wa.us

Jane Hedges:
jhed461@ecy.wa.gov

Art Starry:  
starrya@co.thurston.wa.us

Brent Stenson:  
brents@co.adams.wa.us

Dennis Campbell:  
dpcampbell@earthlink.net

Steve Wecker:  
swecker@usa.net

Bruce Straughn
bstraughn@shsd.snohomish.wa.gov
CEU REPORTS


Toni Plemel
  Included with this newsletter is an individual CEU report for Active Members.  If you are an Inactive Member and would like a copy of your most current CEU Report, please contact the Executive Secretary.  Courses taken before January 1, 2008 have been purged from your record.  Please note your current CEU total.  If your total is below 3.0 and you have been a member over 3 years, you will need CEU’s prior to renewing your registration this year.  CEU application forms are available for download from our website.  It is very important to include all necessary supporting documentation (i.e. timed agenda, certificate of completion showing contact hours or CEU’s awarded, college transcripts or letter of attendance).  In an effort to streamline communication and reduce expenses, please include your email address on the application.  Your most current CEU report will be sent to you electronically each time you submit a request for CEU’s. If you have any questions, please contact the Executive Secretary.
REGISTERED SANITARIANS EXAM

Toni Plemel
 The RS exam can now be arranged at a variety of times and locations.  Please contact the Executive Secretary for an Application Packet and/or to schedule an exam.  The Exam and Reciprocity Application packets are available for download from our website.  The WSBRS has exam proctors in Everett, Bremerton, Olympia, Moses Lake & Spokane.
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