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P.O. Box 384, Snohomish, WA 98291

Contact us @:  425-377-1855 or wsbrs.exsec@verizon.net

JUNE 2008 NEWSLETTER

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE


Eric Meyer
  During my three year term I observed many significant changes to WSBRS.  Some of those changes include increases in membership and interest in the board and committees, we began offering the RS exam as needed rather than only twice per year, we polled the membership about possible changes to our mission and procedures, important updates to the by-laws were completed, we changed how the organization’s funds are invested with the goal of providing additional benefits to the membership, and we are in the process of updating the RS exam qualification requirements as well as updating our website.  In addition to these many achievements we also made the transition to more ecologically and economically responsible methods of conducting business.  A couple examples include using conference calls rather than commuting to conduct meetings, and the move toward electronic methods of communication when possible. 

  It has been a very productive 3 years that went by quickly.  I enjoyed my time on the board, the projects I had the opportunity to participate in, and the knowledge I have gained.  I have met many people during this time and want to thank them, including our membership, for providing me the opportunity to serve on the board.  As I have stated several times in the past, being elected to a position on the board is a great opportunity; one that should be embraced.  The Registration of Sanitarians is an important aspect to Public Health.  Acquiring an RS is a rewarding and fulfilling achievement.  It represents educational prowess, the commitment to continue expanding upon public health knowledge, and the desire to promote healthier people and communities.  I am proud to be part of a great membership of people that call ourselves Registered Sanitarians.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
  The Annual Meeting of the Washington State Board of Registered Sanitarians will be held at the Joint Conference on Health in Yakima.  The conference is held at the Red Lion Yakima Center Hotel.  Our meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 7, 2008 @ 8:00am in Room A of the Convention Center.  We look forward to seeing as many of you there as possible.  The annual membership meeting provides a great chance for members to get involved with their professional organization.

PROPOSED BY-LAWS CHANGED

Rich Ollivier
 The Board of Directors has proposed significant changes in the bylaws that define the minimum qualifications for those wishing to become registered in the state with WSBRS.  Changes to Article VII will affect both those wishing to take the RS exam, as well as those applying for registration via reciprocity.  The intent is to bring our standards more in line with those of NEHA and other states.

 Why make these changes now?  Over the last several years the Board has been forced to reject the applications of an increasing number of candidates due to a failure to meet the rigid educational requirements of WSBRS.  Many of these have been recent graduates with degrees in science who simply didn’t have the required distribution of science courses.  In some cases we have had to deny reciprocity to practicing sanitarians that had already passed the RS exam and were licensed in other states.  Often times these individuals opted for registration with NEHA whose eligibility requirements are less restrictive.

 While the Board recognizes the need to maintain high standards for eligibility we couldn’t help but wonder if we are turning away good candidates based upon educational criteria that was established when WSBRS was created in 1982 and has seen little change since.  The arena of environmental health has seen many changes since 1982, with practitioners entering the field from many different backgrounds. For these reasons the Board felt that a review of our requirements for registration was in order.

 To that end the Board has proposed changes to the educational and experience requirements that are closer to those of NEHA and many other states. These changes should allow us to compete more favorably with NEHA for initial registrants, as well as more easily offer reciprocity for those qualified sanitarians registered with other associations.  

 The complete text of the proposed changes to the bylaws can be found by going to the website at www.wsbrs.org.  These are important changes that we encourage all members to review. Comments can be e-mailed to the Board of Directors.  The proposed changes will be voted on by the membership at the annual meeting in October at the Joint Conference.              
WELCOME NEW WSBRS MEMBERS


Toni Plemel
 Let us welcome Siobhan Burns and Michelle Bilodeau who have joined the ranks of the Washington State Board of Registered Sanitarians.  Congratulations and welcome!
CEU COMMITTEE UPDATE

  The CEU Committee members are responsible for reviewing and assigning credit to Continuing Education applications using the guidelines set forth in our by-laws.  The Current CEU Committee members are:  

Gordon Kelly (Chair):  gordon.kelly@co.yakima.wa.us

Jane Hedges:
jhed461@ecy.wa.gov

Ron Howard:  
rhoward@tpchd.org

Jim Hoyle:  
jhoyle@tpchd.org

Glenn Rollins:  
grollins@tpchd.org

Art Starry:  
starrya@co.thurston.wa.us

Brent Stenson:  
brents@co.adams.wa.us

Dennis Campbell:  
dpcampbell@earthlink.net

Lionel Klikoff:  
KlikoffL@co.cowlitz.wa.us

Steve Wecker:  
swecker@usa.net

Tom Guthrie
tom.guthrie@cdhd.wa.gov
CEU REPORTS


Toni Plemel
  Included with this newsletter is an individual CEU report for Active Members.  If you are an Inactive Member and would like a copy of your most current CEU Report, please contact the Executive Secretary.  Courses taken before June 1, 2005 have been purged from your record.  Please note your current CEU total.  If your total is below 3.0 and you have been a member over 3 years, you will need CEU’s prior to renewing your registration this year.  Be sure that when submitting CEU applications you are using the most current application form (dated 1/1/04).  Applications are available for download from our website.  It is very important to include all necessary supporting documentation (i.e. timed agenda, certificate of completion showing contact hours or CEU’s awarded, college transcripts or letter of attendance).  In an effort to streamline communication and reduce expenses, please include your email address on the application.  Your most current CEU report will be sent to you electronically each time you submit a request for CEU’s.  Paper copies of CEU reports will be mailed twice a year (with the January Newsletter and with your renewal in June) or upon request. If you have any questions, please contact the Executive Secretary.
REGISTERED SANITARIANS EXAM

Toni Plemel
 The RS exam can now be arranged at a variety of times and locations.  Please contact the Executive Secretary for an Application Packet and/or to schedule an exam.  The Exam and Reciprocity Application packets are available for download from our website.
Upcoming scheduled exams:


October 5, 2008 in Yakima
ELECTION
    We are in the process of electing a new board member whose term will begin July 1, 2008.  Ballots have been mailed with this newsletter.  Being elected into a position on the WSBRS Board of Directors is a three year commitment.  The first year is served as the Secretary, second year as Treasurer, and the third year as the Chairperson.  Please take a few minutes to read the information regarding our candidates and return your ballot no later than June 23rd.  Your vote can also be emailed to the Executive Secretary at wsbrs.exsec@verizon.net .
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

Toni Plemel

  Renewal notices were mailed with this newsletter.  Dues are $40 (Active), $15 (Inactive) and no fee for Retired members.  Memberships expire June 30th and late fees will be assessed beginning October 1, 2008.  Please take the time to review all personal information, make the necessary corrections and return your renewal form with the appropriate fee to the Executive Secretary.  As we continue into a more electronic era, please be sure that your email address is included on your profile.
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